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Are We Wa'lt'l ng for l.a. Secretary General of the Unitecadministration besides the tribaland Manipur boundary), forcedminds of the law abiding citizens of

Nations declared 1993 as thecustoms; well-demarcated land andccupation, military atrocities, the State. There is a general

€¢ 9 “InternationalYear of theworld's land use system. The tribal way oferosion of cultures by strongersuspicion in the minds of the public
the Go-dot Indigenous People”. The motto is;life continued uninterrupted for communities in the name of bringingthat, while applying thisAct,
“Indigenous People;A New centuries till the extension of thethem into the ‘mainstream’. wittingly or unwittingly, powers can
Partnership”. British Colonial Rule to the Tribal 3.c. Peoples of Manipur considerbe misused.

Times are a changing but the sort of changes | " |hgigenous People are thoseAreas of ManipurNonetheless, the that they are the IndigenousMore often than not, the
happening in our state is nothing to write home about | o first inhabited in a particular British adopted the “Non- Peoples of th¥alley and the Hills Government dfcials and thérmed

or rather everything that should be made public. country before other races havingnterference Policy” towards the of Manipur If, that proposition is Forces  misconstrue  and

It has become a breeding ground for unscrupulous different cultures arrived or invaded Tribals respecting their cultures andcorrect, then the Peoples of Manipumisinterpret the grievances of
elements where the name of the game is “instant to that country The indigenous customs. have the right to defend theirpeople as ‘anti-social activities’, or
wealth”. Gone are the days when enterprising people, Peoples, for want of better nameThe Hill men and th&alley men cultures, forests and land. ‘sympathizers’ of the Undergrounds

by dint of their sheet tenacity and unwavering pursuit are also called\borigines, or lived in peaceful co-existence forThe Charter of the Indigenousthereby painful and unwanted

made fame and fortune. The “get rich quick” mantra Natives. For examples, the Redcenturies. These Hill Tribals werepassed and adopted in Penangunishments are inflicted on them.

being increasingly subscribed to by the younger Indians are the natives diwo notd_irectly_underthecontroloftheMa_Iaysia re_ads; “W, the In su_ch eventualipyt_he_ etem_al

s I sy 0 by y s Americas (the North and theManipur King though they had Indigenous Tribal Peoples of thequestion of the public is; imposition

generation has begun to bear fruit rapes, murders, South). the Maori f the Newfriondly relai ith th h ol b his Ch f Armed F A :
tortions, thieves and burglary, drug trafficking and outh), the Maoris are of the Newfriendly relation with the exchange tropical forests, Present this Charteof Armed ForcesActs against

ex L he i ing ’b hee d Zealand, the Eskimos are of theof good will missions from time to as a response to hundreds ofluman Rights?

corruption the list growing linger by thee day. Northern Europe, th@atars are of time. Gifts were exchanged by theyearsfndreds ier that they are the Unimaginative and dictatorial

The race to amass.wealth even at the cost of giving Russia and thAdivasis are of the visiting members. of continual encroachmentapplication of suchActs can be
up one’s peace of mind and the hearth and home have Indians. 2.c. From the above statementscolonization of our territories and counter-productive. Problem faced
taken precedence over the concept of a peaceful and 2.a. Who are the Indigenous we can arrive at the conclusion thathe undermining of our lives, by the Peoples of Manipur are not
fruitful easy life. Conscience and morality have been peoples of Manipur the Meiteis are the Indigenouslivelihoods and cultures caused byonly military or political problems.
shoved off to the furthest corner of one’s mind shedding This is a tricky question to answer people of the Manipuvalley and the destruction of the forests thafrhey are also human problems; and
the last remnants of humility to enter the temple of It needs a serious and unbiasethe Tribals are the Indigenousour survival depends on”. “It therefore humane approach to ease
mammon. The result is a society where might is right systematic study of early history ofpeople of the Hills. Needless tofurther continues to say; “® the situation is the utmost
and truth is relative. Manipur Manipur has pas¥ritten remind ourselves that the worddeclare that we are the originaimportance.

history, particularly of thé/alley. It “Tribals” are of Westerners peoples, the rightful owners and thel.b. On the Merger Question.
£ high thinki imple living having b laced b had its kings and queens playeaoncept which they often used tocultures that defend the tropicalMuch has been said and much has
or g InKing simp € 1ving avmg €en replaced by their parts in shaping the destinythe first settlers of a place. Theforests of the world”. been written on this issue. | need
the reckless aim to attain power and influence. Humility | ¢t heople. Manipur had also awesterners called the first settlerst.a. During the past years, thenot go the same story all over again.
and ﬁespe(;tfulness has be_gun to be looked doyvn upon political system of its own which as ‘tribals’, uncouthh’, ‘barbarian’ peoples of Manipur have witnessesiowever it must be admitted that
and is being equated with weakness a trait to be was basically feudal; a system inand uncivilized whenever they the application of SpeciArmsActs  this is a controversial subject and
avoided. Truths are being sold and brought at a price | which land was granted by a kingcame into contact with them.such asArmed Forces (Special thus it needs to have serious
and the collective mentalities have started to revert to a subject in exchange of for hisTherefore, these words havePowers)ct, 1958 and amended indialogues among the Indigenous
back to the Stone Age where survival of the fittest military and other services. Thisderogatory attribution and 1972.This Act is supposedly to Peoples themselves and then with
holds true. system howevewas badly jolted contemptuous appellation. Thecontain the various Undergroundthe Indian Government. For further
Making things worst are the growing number of by the British arrivals in Manipuh  Indian Government and the IndiansOrganizations According to this debate, | would like to pose the
indolent youths accustomed to luxury and exhibitionism word may be mentioned here thatoming from other parts of Indian Act, “Special Power” are conferredfollowing questions to the learned
influenced in no small measure by the western cultures system was primarily enforceq andSub-(_:ontinent sti_II use theseto the Armed Forces tha_t any members. Theyare:_
but failing to capture the essence of the dignity of practiced in the valley of Manipur colonial phrases with a sense ofWarrant Oficer” can arrest without 1. ~ Who appointed the

Honesty and sincerity is at a premium and the ideology

A 2.b. Manipur, from time superiority complex. warrant, can enter and searcliDewan"?Was he appointed with
work an,d thf-:‘ rggard for fellow humans t,hat, underl",]es immemorial, is geographically 3.a. Objectives of the without warrant any premises...andhe consent and approval of the
the basic principles of these western societies. Ab“?‘f‘g divided into two Regions: 1) The InternationalYear of World’s no prosecution, suit or other legaMaharjah?
the powers entrusted to them and turning their official | valley and 2)The Hills.TheValley  Indigenous People are: proceeding shall be instituted, etc2.  Did Maharajah sign the
domain into their personal fiefdom is the order of the | was peopled by various clans, nowl. ~ To protect their birth rights etc. Merger Agreement with his own

day for bureaucrats and politicians while the common called the Meiteis, the Hills were/ such as land, forests, culture Recently again, the Punjab Securityccord, orunder duress?

people are left in the lurch with a feeling of betrayal are peopled by the various tribesreligion, language, ducation, of the SateAct, 1953 has been3. Was Meger question placed
and alienation in their minds. This has created a chasm These Tribes are now called thesocial and economic conditions,imposed on Manipur to ‘flush out’ to the people of Manipur for their
that is growing wider with each passing day leading to Scheduled Tribes by according toself-government and self- the Insurgents. In the name ofonsidered opinion, pwere they

3 i : : Indian Constitutiors definition. determination. curbing the UndgroundActivities by-passed? These are a few
affeellng 0f~ SuSplF:lOn and gettlr!g cynical of the steps The Hill Tribal's administration was/ 2.  To recognize their and  ‘knocking out the questions. The validity and legality
of the public. This social turmoil paves the way for a . It ) S Hisd ; )

is entirely indigenous based on theicontributions. sympathizers’, many innocent merof the Merger may be questioned

breed O,f human Parasﬂtes. living off the S.Weat o.f age- old traditional un-written laws 3.b. Today many Indigenous and women have suffered botrand debated.

another’s labour intimidation and fear being their | ;.4 codes. Each village waslis ®eoples are threatened bypsychologically and physically

weapon of _Ch01<§e and not thinking twice about taking republic (like the ancient Greek City- systemic development processMany persons have been arrested, Note:

lives if their whims are not catered to. States) for example, a Nailage. distortion of History artificial tortured and beatenednd fear Dewan : Major General
Shouts of negligence and deprivation trying to drown A Naga Village has its own creation of boundaries (e.g. Burmapsychosis has been created in the RewalAmar Singh.

out the screams of the unfortunate public destined to

lead a life of uncertainty and fear. Tolerance is no longer . .

2 virtue and wealth is the benchmark of a person's The Fate of Press Freedom in India Oveltegs

worth never mind the means one used to a acquire it.

Public memory has inexplicably shrunk to let matters

; ; ; By- Sharif Rangnekar addition, RVB highlights the killing samosa, the Fourth Estate quicklyturning the Fourth Estate into an

?r?;s Lf]?tr:?_/ tr.;\gl?:c t;‘f]{oharr;?ﬁofg ti?e g;’tjit:)lr?aﬁt;acf]]gi (Courtesy- Thewire) of three journalists in 2018 while reduced to a competitive businessndustry of competitive market
Sl : : they were involved in professionalfinding a way to sustain itself. Thatforces. Price points of media defied

succumbed tf’ Power a"?‘ Et,h‘,cs is an alien notion. A About a fortnight ago, oworld activities. at one time India cable network was actual cost and inflation, lending to
bleak future is in the offing it is for us to stand up an'd Press Daythe fourth pillar of a There is no doubt that the mediahe least expensive in the world andreater competition and the

stand fast for the life we lead the way we want to. It is democracy was celebrated. It wagreedom is under greater threatfree to air channels even now costivialisation of content, particularly
in us to walk with our heads held high and taste the around then that the press freedorloted lawyer Fali Nariman told aless than a rupee a month —indicateews. No wonder headlines
sweat and the fruit of our own labour. rankings were released bygathering atthe Press Club of Indiahe perils of a business that shouldhanged, becoming as attractive as
At the end of the day what really matters is an ReportersVithout Borders (RVB), in New Delhi last June: “Freedomnot have been a businesss a ad lines, aimed at garnering eye-
unburdened mind and a good sound sleep. where India had slipped two pointsafter speech — that is really whatesult, prime time news was (and ishalls, chasing audiences defined

to 138, just ahead of Pakistan. Whildreedom of speech is all about”. Hdlittered with advertisements whichlargely by marketing departments.
Edt 'J H k this continued low ranking is emphasised that “you are allowedat times come with the power ofThis also meant the representation
I O S pIC worrisome, Chandramauli Kumarto speak, speak as much as you liksubmission to a corporate agendaf news was bound to change.
Prasad, chairman of the Pres$ut there is a fellow waiting there And every other daily gave up thelournalists disengaged from the

GI b IW m . N Council of India (PCI) rejected it to nab you and out you in so yousanctity of their mastheads and frorflarmer and other minorities and
O a a.r Ing- eWS, claiming the rankings “were basedcant speak again”l Even the/8  pages to put business in the form gfowerless sections of India,

on opinion or perception” and notpoints out that hate against theads, way ahead of news. reporting less and less from the
FaCtS ‘ auses & ﬁts on statistical data. differing views of journalist is After a Supreme Court order in 199ground. In fact, most recenfla
1 What the PCI seems oblivious to isdangerous for a democracy ruling that airwaves were publicsenior journalist with whom | shared

Global warming is the term used to describe a gradual increase in thhat there cannot be any data toret the decline in journalism and theproperty and therefore a regulatoa panel, claimed his channel ‘also’
average temperature of the Eatatmosphere and its oceans, a changeestablish how free the press is ostate of freedom within the mediaisvas required to govern thecovered rural issues ‘even if they
that is believed to be permanently changing the Eactithate There how muted the views of journalistsnot a creation limited entirely to broadcast sectpiParliament and did not generate TRPs’ — sounding
is great debate among many people, and sometimes in the news, are or their freedom to repoAnd 2017 or the past four years alonevarious groups debated a policya lot like a corporate head speaking
whether global warming is real (some call it a hoax). But climate scientistthere never can be, as fear in anfven the UR government in 2012 One of the main aspects of then social responsibility claiming
looking at the data and facts agree the planet is warming. While manyase leads most people —includindhad sent out advisories tovarious proposed notes washat the balance sheet was not the
view the effects of global warming to be more substantial and more journalist too — to turn a blind eyebroadcast media on the criticism ofownership of media outlets be ionly focus!
rapidly occurring than others do, the scientific consensus on climatigo incidents and facts, a pattern thathe then prime minister Manmohandistribution such as cable network8ut as the changes occurred in the
changes related to global warming is that the average temperature eétablishes self-censorshipnd ~ Singh by the opposition after hisand transponders or medid90s and latermany journalists
the Earth has risen between 0.4 and 0.8 °C over the past 100 years. Tensorship’ is rarely defined in Independence Day address. Buhouses — electronic or print. started to lose their objectivity
increased volumes of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gasg®mpany’policy, as it is whispers, the truth is that the genesis of th&Examples from the US to UK togetting as excited by a tax cut as a
released by the burning of fossil fuels, land clearing, agriculture, andhatter and informal messages thagituation goes deeper to severahustralia were consideredconsumer would, describing
other human activities, are believed to be the primary sources of thestablish the dos and don’ts inyears earlier particularly when it came to crossudgets as ‘drams’; expressing
global warming that has occurred over the past 50 years. Scientistsany organisations. Let us rewind a bit — almost threemedia ownership or the ownershiglation by the fanciness of a new
from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate carrying out globalThe drop in ranking has been linkeddecades ago — when a leadingf multiple media companies acrossar entering the market or the rank
warming research have recently predicted that average globab the existence of Indig'sedition English daily embarked on an adprint, television, radio, Internet andof India as a country to do
temperatures could increase between 1.4 and 5.8 °C by the year 2108w that encourages self-campaign stating it cost less to buyso on, by a single entitySuch business and the rise in the GDP
Changes resulting from global warming may include rising sea levelgensorship particularly in a periodtheir newspaper than samosal  ownership patterns, as was seeor the success of Indians who had
due to the melting of the polar ice caps, as well as an increase if heightened nationalism. TheThis instantly turned the world ovetwere in contravention of left the nation. When foreign
occurrence and severity of storms and other severe weather eventghastly murder of senior journalistnewspaper into a product — a fastreedom of speech and plurality aexchange reserves touched $100
Gauri Lankesh and the state of medianoving one — which was as spicyit allowed significant control over billion in December 2003, the press
outlets in Kashmir where some(and oily) as the street snack. opinion and perception of what isscreamed it out prompting the

Letters, Feedback and Suggestions to ‘Imphal Times’ organisations have reportedlyAs the media space expanded in thand what is not by a single powerfuhoted economist, Kaushik Batu
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. become the “targets of violence by'90s till now with over 400 channels organisation. The policy never camevrite “Never before has dry
For advertisement kindy contact: - soldiers acting with the centraland tens of thousands ofand the question of ownership wasconomic news been celebrated so
0385-2452159 (O) governmens tacit consent”, has newspapers and journals,not raised. widely”.

also been cited as reasons. Irompeting with the price-point of aAn explosion of media took place, (Contd. on Page 2)




